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NEIGHBORHOOD

Spruced 
upblock

campus corner opened 
this summer with men’s 
clothing from casual wear 
to game day apparel.

GrEENViLLE TIMES SEPT 14



49 

GrEENViLLE TIMES SEPT 14

Along with the sound of 
construction, there’s 
a buzz in the air in 

Uptown Greenville as a number 
of redevelopment projects take 
shape, bringing new uses to existing 
structures and providing a number 
of benefits to the community.

At the corner of Fifth and 

Cotanche streets, a multi-year 
effort to rehabilitate and revitalize 
buildings and storefronts nears 
fruition. On the street level, the 
refreshed facade of the project, 
dubbed the SuperBlock, offers a 
hint of the extensive renovation 
taking place inside. New retail 
businesses replace nightclubs that 

by day offered only bricked-in and 
blacked out windows.

Partnerships

Campus Corner is a men’s 
clothing store intended to cater 
to ECU students and patrons of 
the Uptown district. Co-owners 

New energy spurs 
redevelopment Uptown

Story by Jules norwood • Photos by rYan b. webb

49 

Historic Greenville properties
 put to creative new uses

Retail and office space have taken the place of disused nightclubs in the cluster of buildings at the corner of Fifth and cotanche.
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On the other side of cotanche 
Street, a lot is being prepared 
for the construction of the 
city’s first public parking deck.
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Andrew Denton and Thomas 
Alligood participated in Greenville’s 
SEED program for entrepreneurs. 
Denton said they are excited to be 
opening up shop in a building with 
history.

“We wanted to have a unique 
inside that would really draw 
interest and one that was clean 
but still had a rustic look to it,” 
Denton said. “By using reclaimed 
wood from Wilson County for our 
displays and tables, we were able 
to do that. In order to fully have 
a rustic look, we had to be in a 
historic building, and 201 E. 5th 
Street was perfect. The character 

of the old concrete floors and 
brick walls really fits in well with 
the displays and makes for a great 
inside for the store.”

Another retailer with a new 
5th Street storefront is Campus 
Cookies, a dessert and beverage 
delivery service with four locations 
serving college communities in 
Virginia. Owner Scott Davidson 
said that Greenville is a perfect 
fit for the company’s first North 
Carolina location, and that he is 
glad to be part of a project that will 
have a positive impact.

East Carolina University played 
a large part in making the project 

possible by leasing the entirety 
of the 8,000-square-foot, two-
story building at 207 E. 5th Street 
for its Registrar’s Office. ECU’s 
commitment helped secure 
investor commitments and get 
the project off the ground, said 
Holton Wilkerson, managing 
partner of CommunitySmith, 
which specializes in historic 
redevelopment projects. In turn, 
ECU, facing a lack of space to grow 
on campus, will be able to move a 
large administrative department to 
the nearby Uptown district, where 
it will still be readily accessible for 
students.
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campus corner co-owners andrew Denton (left) and Thomas alligood say the building’s history fits nicely with their vision of the 
store’s style. The two graduated from East carolina University in the spring. 
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Additional office space in the 
street level of 417 Cotanche, has 
been leased by the Greenville 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau. 
Funding for the estimated $2.4 
million project includes private 
investment, city-administered 
Department of Energy loans for 
energy efficient improvements, 
and federal and state historic 
preservation tax credits. Pulling 
together so many different partners 
has been a challenge, but seeing 
this significant contribution to 
Uptown come to fruition makes it 
worthwhile, Wilkerson said.

Preservation

“The nuances of historic 
buildings are truly fascinating, and 
to me in an entirely different way 

than new construction,” he said. 
“Redevelopment is a good fit for 
Greenville due to the abundance of 
rich history and fortunately, there 
are still a number of great historic 
buildings still standing yet in need 
of redevelopment.”

The buildings at Fifth and 
Cotanche date back 80-100 years 
and have been home to a variety of 
businesses, from a car dealership 
and a repair shop to a grocery store 
and the Greenville Museum of Art. 
More recently, however, the corner 
had become a spot of blight in a 
district the city wants to improve. 
Some of the space was used by 
nightclubs, but during the day it 
was closed, the windows and doors 
blacked out or shuttered.

“Urban revitalization is one of 
the five key components for our 

economic development program,” 
said Carl Rees, Director of 
Economic Development for the 
City of Greenville. “We’re interested 
in bringing in new and unique 
retailers all over the city, but the 
redevelopment of the city center 
has been a primary focus for more 
than a decade now. We really want 
that to be an area where we can 
showcase what the city has to offer.”

While the city is interested in 
promoting both new construction 
and refurbishment of existing 
buildings, it can encourage adaptive 
reuses through economic incentives 
in some cases, said Historic 
Preservation Planner Seth Laughlin.

“We are seeing a trend 
nationwide for rejuvenating “Main 
Streets” which are the original 
business districts of our cities,” he 

This before photo shows the corner of 5th and cotanche streets before construction.
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added. “The preservation of our 
remaining inventory of historic 
fabric is crucial to both the 
character of old Greenville and the 
city’s identity.  Although Urban 
Renewal of the 1950s and ‘60s 
resulted in tremendous loss, many 
beautiful and architecturally unique 
properties survive.”

The Uptown Greenville 
organization has promoted the 
redevelopment of the business 
district for many years, and 
encourages restoration of existing 
structures whenever possible. The 
benefits include a sense of place 
for the community, neighborhood 
stability, and increased property 
values, said Director Bianca 
Shoneman. Uptown Greenville’s 
Design Committee drafted a set of 
City Center Design Guidelines to 

encourage design solutions that add 
value to a project, she added.

The Dickinson Corridor

CommunitySmith has also had a 
hand in a plan to bring a local craft 
brewery to the Uptown district. 
Partners and ECU graduates 
Gray Williams and Bobby Schultz 
envision a place where people can 
gather and enjoy locally brewed 
beer and snacks, and possibly live 
music. A separate — but sympatico 
— restaurant next door would 
create a destination for business 
professionals and students alike to 
hang out or grab lunch or dinner.

Named Longleaf Brewing 
Company after North Carolina’s 
state tree, the plan is to create 
a nanobrewery, brewing in 

even smaller batches than 
microbreweries. There would be 
several staples as well as rotating 
experimental selections.

The proposed location is the 
former home of Remember When 
Antiques at 703 Dickinson Avenue. 
The building, like those at Fifth 
and Cotanche, dates back nearly a 
century, and while it would need 
a thorough renovation to fulfill its 
new role, it has a historic character 
that the partners want to preserve 
for their new venture.

CommunitySmith’s Wilkerson 
said letters of intent have been 
issued to the nanobrewery and the 
restaurant, and once the leases are 
in place, construction should begin 
in the coming month.

This kind of project is exactly 
what the city wants to see in the 
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Top Left: Signs of the building’s former life as The Other Place peek through the new construction. Right: UBE’s Don Edwards (left) 
and communitySmith’s Holton Wilkerson are among a large group of collaborators and investors in the redevelopment project.
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an extensive inside-and-out 
renovation was needed to 
repurpose this building, that 
housed The Elbow Room, for 
office use. The convention 
and Visitor’s Bureau will be 
housed on the first floor.
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Uptown area, and specifically along 
Dickinson Avenue, said Rees.

“The food and beverage industry 
is one that the city has targeted 
for recruiting,” he said. “We have 
a great supply of good water, 
which is important for breweries. 
With microbreweries, in terms of 
jobs, you’re looking at somewhere 
between seven and two dozen 
employees.”

The brewery would also boost the 
quality of life by offering something 
unique for the community to 
embrace, he added.

“Dickinson is an area that we 
think is going to be really hot 
in the coming years,” said Rees. 
“We’re working on $55-$60 million 
of public investment to replace 
the sidewalks, public lighting, 
potentially brick pavers, to really 
make that area into one the city can 
be proud of.

“Our office is charged with 
effecting economic development for 
the City of Greenville,” he explained. 
“There are three main factors in 
that - to increase the city’s tax base, 
... to create living wage jobs, and to 
improve the quality of life.”

The goal is for a new wave 
of attention and investment on 
Dickinson Avenue to accomplish all 
three of those things.

Investment

The renewed investment in 
projects to improve Greenville’s 
Uptown district includes both new 
and familiar faces. U.B.E.’s Don 
Edwards has played a prominent 
role in the area for many years, but 

CommunitySmith’s Wilkerson is a 
relative newcomer, as are most of 
the entrepreneurs who have leased 
retail space, and Mark and Kathy 
Barger, investors in the SuperBlock 
project.

“We had just moved from 
Chapel Hill back to Greenville in 
summer of 2012,” explained Mark 
Barger. “We bought a bungalow 
in the historic section, right 
across from the ECU campus. 
We enjoyed walking from our 
home to the Uptown area to 
visit the restaurants, art stores, 
and other businesses. We found 
out about the CommunitySmith 
project from Don Edwards, a 
local business owner who also 
is a huge proponent for Uptown 
development. We were thrilled to 
be a part of the investor team for 
the SuperBlock project, and we’re 
considering being a part of the 
Dickinson project as well.”

Barger said Greenville is 
experiencing part of a push in cities 

and towns across the country to 
revitalize downtown areas.

“There is a personality and 
history in the architecture of these 
vital Uptown area buildings in 
Greenville that we don’t want to 
lose,” he said. “And it’s impossible 
to recreate the vibe that comes with 
having thriving commerce and 
music and culture in these historic 
buildings, all in a central area. You 
can definitely feel the excitement 
that the recent new activity in this 
area brings.”

A thriving Uptown, he added, is 
an important recruiting tool for the 
area’s largest employers, Vidant and 
ECU.

“Yes, Greenville is located in a 
remote part of the state, but it is 
becoming seen more and more 
as an attractive place and cool to 
relocate to,” Barger said. “It’s not 
Asheville or Carrboro yet, but it is 
definitely a city on the rise; and it’s a 
great place to live. And those towns 
don’t have ECU football!” 

During construction, spaces that had been walled off were opened back up.
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Another focal point of attention for possible 
refurbishment is the Uptown Theater on 5th Street, 
originally constructed in 1914. Originally showcas-
ing traveling vaudeville acts and theatrical perfor-
mances, in the 1930s it was converted to a talking 
picture theatre. The last operator was Carmike, 
which used it for budget second-run movies.

It has stood vacant since 1999, but was 
purchased by the Greenville Redevelopment 
Commission in 2008. In 2010, the Redevelopment 
Commission conducted an architectural feasibility 
study that estimated the cost of restoring the theatre 
as a multi-use community performing arts venue at 
$2.5-$3 million. The city is now pursuing proposals 
to restore the building and put it to new use.

Two groups have submitted proposals in response 
to a Request for Information distributed by Uptown 
Greenville in April. 

Magnolia Arts Center, a local nonprofit promot-
ing cultural arts, submitted a proposal, as did a 
group of developers that includes Community-
Smith.

The city is currently in the process of reviewing 
both proposals.

Uptown theatre coUld retUrn

taX credItS trIGGer conSerVatIon
The North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office (HPO) 

currently administers a Historic rehabilitation Tax Credit Program 
that encourages the conservation and restoration of the state’s 
historic structures.

Owners of qualifying buildings can receive a 20-percent federal 
tax credit and a 20-percent state tax credit. To qualify, a building 
must be listed on the National register of Historic Places, either 
individually or as a contributing building in a historic district.

“These credits are designed to foster revitalization of historic 
properties,” said restoration Specialist reid Thomas of the HPO. 
“in areas like this, it’s been a huge benefit. We’ve seen a number of 
projects that wouldn’t have been able to happen without them.

“The tax credits help preserve our built heritage,” he added. “it 
helps offset rehabilitation costs so that we can save more historic 
structures. We have a lot of unique structures in Greenville, and that 
draws interest from residents and visitors. Plus, there’s the green 
aspect of utilizing existing structures instead of tearing something 
down and rebuilding.”

The tax credits are a crucial component of the funding for projects 
like those in the works in uptown Greenville.

However, the future of North Carolina’s tax credits is uncertain, as 
the state legislature has passed a budget that does not include the 
program, leaving it to sunset at the end of 2014. Lawmakers may 
consider a proposal that would extend the tax credits with some 
changes, including a tiered structure and additional oversight.
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